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All Sizes of Skips
Fast, Reliable Service
Recycling Your Waste
Licensed Tipping Facilities
Wait and Load Service
Reclaimed Building Materials
Crushed Rubble

Suppliers of: 
 Heating Oil 

 AGA Additives 

 Boiler Additives 

Run Out of Fuel! 
Don’t Worry 

20 Litre Drums of Heating Oil 
Available to Collect  

HG5 0RB 

01423 396789 
www.yorkshireoils.co.uk 

andrew@yorkshireoils.co.uk 

Mark Hopkins Est 1988

YORKSHIRE  
LANDSCAPES LTD

PATIOS • DRIVES • KEY BLOCK PAVING
STONE & BRICK WALLING • SUNKEN GARDENS

TREE SURGEON • PONDS • TURFING
LOW MAINTENANCE GARDENS BUILT

GREEN OAK PERGOLAS

GARDENS DESIGNED
TEL: 01347 868466 OR 01845 597001
E-mail: hopkins@yorkshirelandscapesltd.co.uk

MARK 
FAIRWEATHER

 GROUNDWORKS LTD
Driveways Concreting

Paths & Patios 
Garden Alterations

Drainage Foundations
Demolition 

7.5 Ton - 360˚ Digger / 1.6 Ton - Mini 
360˚ Digger

7 Ton - 180˚ Digger 
Dumpers from 1 Ton to 4 Ton 

½ Ton Single Drum Vibrating Roller
3 Ton Twin Drum Vibrating Roller

All commercial, Agricultural & Domestic 

Clive House, Brafferton, 
Helperby. York 

YO61 2PQ 
MOB: 07974435353
TEL: 01423 360418

Company Reg: 7039826

Antique and Collectables Auction
Saturday 25th July @ 10am

Roxby Business Park York Road Easingwold YO61 3FS

01347 821379 or 07889297396

A collection of over 1050 lots 
interesting Antiques collected from 

throughout North Yorkshire
Viewing by appointment only 

View and bid online at www.thesaleroom.com 
 new to Summersgills www.easyliveauctions.com

BID ONLINE,  BY PHONE AND COMMISSION BIDS

NORTH YORKSHIRE

CUNDALL MANOR

enquiries@yorkshirevwcamperhire.co.uk 
www.yorkshirevwcamperhire.co.uk  

07789 637945

Holidays with

Welcome to Yorkshire VW Camper hire

Yorkshire Yorkshire VWVW
Camper HireCamper Hire

enquiries@yorkshirevwen uiries@ orkshirev

HAPPY DAYS with Lola!!

Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen Travelling in a vintage Volkswagen 
Campervan is the ideal way to explore Campervan is the ideal way to explore 
all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning all that Yorkshire has to offer; stunning 
countryside, historic and beautiful countryside, historic and beautiful 
cities, market towns, quaint villages and cities, market towns, quaint villages and 
breathtaking coastline.breathtaking coastline.

Whether you plan to have an action Whether you plan to have an action 
packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are packed break or a relaxing chill out, we are 
sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and sure that you will enjoy the  exibility and 
freedom that a campervan has to offer. freedom that a campervan has to offer. 
Who needs a timetable when you have Who needs a timetable when you have 
some of the most stunning sites in the some of the most stunning sites in the 
British Isles at your  ngertips.British Isles at your  ngertips.

Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, Create your own holiday- relax on a beach, 
walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby walk the Cleveland Way, cycle in Dalby 
Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the Forest, learn to surf, or just take in the 
stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to stunning coastline that Yorkshire has to 
offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to offer.  Alternatively, why not take Lola to 
a festival and have somewhere cool to a festival and have somewhere cool to 
stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or stay, hire her for your Wedding Day or 
Honeymoon, or take your loved one out Honeymoon, or take your loved one out 
for an evening to celebrate that special for an evening to celebrate that special 
occasion; the choice is yours.occasion; the choice is yours.

We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out We are located just off the A64, 4 miles out 
of Scarborough which is an ideal location to of Scarborough which is an ideal location to 
start your adventures.start your adventures.

We specialise in classic VW camper hire in 
the North Yorkshire Moors, Yorkshire Wolds 
and East Coast area. 

Yorkshirevwcamperhire            @retrocamper

PTO to read 

about weddings 

with Lola

= Includes an additional ‘Relaxed 
Performance’ on 5th August at 2.00 pm.  
Specially adapted for people with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders.  See overleaf.

Music and lyrics by STEPHEN SCHWARTZ.  
Book by JOHN CAIRD

This amateur production is presented by 
arrangement with JOSEF WEINBERGER LTD. on 

behalf of MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL of NEW YORK.

4th, 5th= & 6th August 2016
7.30 pm (Sat. Matinee 2.00 pm)

Tickets: From £12

YESOS Youth Musical Theatre presents
a musical from the creator of Wicked and Godspell

01737 276500
www.harlequintheatre.co.uk

Supporting: 

One of THE
TOUGHEST 

adventure 
rides in 

the UK

22nd-24th June 2018
www.yorkshiretruegrit.co.uk

C
ycling Plus

STAND C7.1
BIGGER  •  BETTER  •  STRONGER

DEALS
at BETA International 2018

GET IT AT

RED
GORILLA

DEALS VALID UNTIL END JAN 2018

BathroomsAllerton Park, the perfect accommodation for 
wedding party guests of Allerton Castle weddings

Due to the Coronavirus we are offering 
limited print essentials such as flyers, 
letterheads, posters, business cards, 

invoice ncr pads, etc. please email your 
requirements to: info@ghsmith.com

We are 

to fully

Re-Open

Thursday 

2nd July

Millfield Surgery in Easingwold has 
been announced as winner of the 
Team Excellence Award at Hull York 
Medical...continued on page 5.

EASINGWOLD SURGERY SCOOPS 
PRESTIGIOUS ‘TEAM EXCELLENCE’ AWARD

STAY 
SAFE 

Keep Your 
Distance
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Land Rover security alert - vehicles targeted by 
thieves in rural North Yorkshire

Police are urging Land Rover owners 
to be vigilant, after a series of thefts 
and attempted thefts, particularly in 
rural areas around Harrogate and 
Craven.

Owners are being warned 
that thieves may be targeting the 
distinctive vehicles, and the properties 
where they are parked.

During the day on Thursday 4 June 
2020, a Land Rover Defender parked 
in Sutton-in-Craven was damaged in a 
suspected attempt to steal it.

Later the same day, a few minutes 
before midnight, at a farm near 
Cononley, a black Land Rover was 
stolen from a drive. The owner heard 
the vehicle start and saw lights drive 
off in the distance.

On Sunday 7 June, at a farm north 
of Otley, the victim was woken at 
2am by the sound of a car alarm. 
Suspects had clipped cables from a 
trailer attached to a Land Rover, in a 
possible attempt to steal a quad bike 
inside. The keys to the Land Rover 
had also been stolen from inside the 
property.

On Monday 8 June, sometime 
during the day, suspects broke into 
a property in the Ilkley area, and stole 
a large amount of jewellery. They 
also took the keys and registration 
documents for a Land Rover Defender, 
and other vehicles. However, the Land 
Rover was secured by pedal locks, 
and was not stolen.

On Wednesday 10 June, at about 
3pm, a house was broken into in 
Harrogate, and property stolen. The 
victim’s Land Rover had been parked 
on the drive earlier, but at the time 
of the burglary it was in use and not 
there.

North Yorkshire Police are 
investigating these incidents, and 
urging all Land Rover owners to take 
extra precautions.

PC Liz Estensen, of North Yorkshire 
Police, said: “We are investigating 
these incidents, including whether 
they are linked. It is possible that 
thieves are deliberately targeting 
properties with Land Rovers parked 
outside. For that reason, it’s really 
important that all Land Rover owners, 
and especially those living in rural 

areas, take extra precautions to 
secure their vehicles.”

Owners of Land Rovers in North 
Yorkshire are being asked to follow 
this crime prevention advice:

• Fit a vehicle tracking system
• Always leave your vehicle locked 

and alarmed if possible
• Park in a locked garage or other 

secure area if you have one, or in a 
well-lit open space if not

• Consider fitting an after-market 
approved immobiliser

• Never leave the vehicle’s keys in 
the ignition, in the same outbuilding 
as the vehicle, or near your front door 
inside your home

• Be vigilant when using your vehicle 
for anyone taking an interest in it

• Have the vehicle’s windows etched 
with the vehicle identification number

• Review your home and business 
premises security – consider CCTV, 
gates etc.

PC Estensen added: “It’s important 
that anyone who owns a Land Rover 
– particularly if it’s parked in a rural 
area – to take extra steps to ensure it 
is left safe and secure.

“It’s preferable to spend the time and 
money now to improve your security 
than to go through the inconvenience 
and frustration of losing your vehicle 
to thieves. As these incidents show, 
security systems like pedal locks can 
make a real difference.

“Members of the public act as our 
eyes and ears, and so if you are aware 
of any suspicious activity around 
parked vehicles, please call us, and 
we will take action.”

Between 2016 and 2018, 20 Land 
Rovers were reported stolen from 
the North Yorkshire Police area. It 
is believed the desirability of, and 
demand for, these vehicles makes 
them particularly attractive to thieves.

If you are aware of any suspicious 
activity around Land Rovers or other 
vehicles, contact North Yorkshire 
Police on 101 or 999 in an emergency.

Your local Neighbourhood Policing 
Team or Rural Taskforce officer can 
offer bespoke crime prevention advice 
for rural homes, businesses and 
vehicles. They can be also contacted 
via 101.

Thirsk and Malton benefits from  
unprecedented financial support says MP

Thirsk and Malton has received an 
extraordinary package of economic 
support which has protected jobs and 
businesses during the coronavirus 
outbreak. According to Kevin 
Hollinrake MP it means that 11,800 
jobs have been protected through the 
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 
with government grants worth up to 
80 percent of people’s wages up to 
£2,500 a month.

A further 4,700 self-employed people 
across the constituency are receiving 
grants worth a total of £14,400,000 
from the Government to help with 
the impact. Both these schemes have 
been extended to continue into the 
Summer with the Coronavirus Job 
Retention scheme, tapered to include 
employer support, closing in October.

Mr Hollinrake said “ The 
government’s top priority has always 

been to support people, protect jobs 
and businesses through this crisis 
and the furlough and self-employed 
schemes have been a lifeline for 
thousands of people and businesses 
across Thirsk and Malton. I am 
delighted to have been able to help 
constituents take advantage of these 
schemes and also to help thousands 
of businesses across the country 
access the Coronavirus Business 
Interruption Loan Scheme (CIBILS)and 
Bounce Back Loan (BBLS) schemes by 
campaigning to make them easier and 
quicker to apply. Altogether CIBILS 
has paid out nearly £10 billion to 
small and medium sized business 
and a further £23billion has been 
distributed through BBLS. This support 
will have made a huge difference 
to employers and employees across 
the constituency but we now need, 

social distancing allowing, to get back 
to work to kickstart the economy to 
safeguard livelihoods in the months 
and years ahead.”

Other government measures have 
included £10 billion of business 
grants to retail, hospitality and leisure 
businesses with a rateable value of 
less that £51,000, whilst cancelling 
business rates for the next 12 months. 
Payment of VAT tax has also been 
deferred for three months.

The Chancellor, Rishi Sunak MP, 
said “Our economic responses to 
coronavirus was designed to keep 
people in work, protect people’s 
incomes and support businesses, 
These measures have been on a 
scale unmatched by any government 
in recent history to give us the best 
chance of recovering quickly as the 
economy reopens.”

8 yr old cycling 
700 miles for COVID 

research
Tracey Harrison contacted us about 

her son Arthur who is raising money 
for Covid research, read her account 
below:

"I would like to tell you about my 
son who is taking on a mammoth 
coronavirus challenge!

He is called Arthur and has just 
turned 8, he is a Year 3 pupil at Sheriff 
Hutton Primary School about 8 miles 
from Easingwold.

Instead of his "normal" PE lessons 
at school he has been cycling around 
40 miles per week during lockdown 
and is up to 300 miles currently. 
He is aiming to cycle 700 miles by 
the time he goes back to school 
after the summer holidays. When we 
discussed that he could raise money 
doing this he said that he "wanted to 
help someone create a vaccine so his 
life can get back to normal!".

I researched on Google and we 
decided to support researchers at 
Cambridge University to find a COVID-
19 vaccine.

You can find out more about the 
charity at:  https://www.philanthropy.
cam.ac .uk /g i ve- to-cambr idge /
cambridge-covid-19-research-fund

We set up a Just Giving crowdfunding 
page for him and he originally set his 
target to be £500. However after just 
10 days we have already reached 
£1044!

People can donate through 
Just Giving: www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/tracy-harrison-4

Be sure to dispose of PPE safely
As more of us use personal 

protective equipment, including 
disposable face masks, gloves and 
wipes and tissues, North Yorkshire 
County Council is reminding people 
how important it is to dispose of these 
items correctly.

Disposable, used face coverings, 
gloves, tissues and wipes cannot be 
recycled. These should be disposed 
of in your general waste. Do not 
put these personal hygiene products 
in your recycling as they are not 
recyclable. 

If you or anybody in your household is 
experiencing symptoms of coronavirus 
– such as a raised temperature, new 
continuous cough or loss or change 
to your sense of smell or taste – you 
should take extra precautions when 
disposing of any personal waste.

It should be stored securely in 
disposable rubbish bags. These 

should be placed into another bag, 
tied securely and kept outside for at 
least 72 hours before being put in 
the general rubbish bin, outside your 
house.

County Councillor Andrew Lee, 
Executive Member for Waste 
Management, said: “More of us are 
using PPE, such as face coverings and 
disposable gloves, and for everyone’s 
protection we want to encourage 
residents of North Yorkshire to dispose 
of this properly after use. These items 
cannot be recycled and it’s important 
to put them into the general waste 
bins where they will be disposed of 
safely.”
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HAMBLETON HIGH STREETS  
READY FOR SAFE REOPENING

Hambleton high streets are set to 
welcome back residents and visitors 
from Monday as part of the recovery 
phase of the COVID-19 crisis.

Non-essential shops, cafes and 
other businesses were forced to close 
their doors in March as part of the 
government’s lockdown response 
to the Coronavirus pandemic in an 
unprecedented move.

Twelve weeks on, as part of the 
phase two recovery, all non-essential 
retailers and cafes and restaurants 
able to provide a takeaway service, 
have been given the green light to 
open their doors again, provided the 
appropriate safety measure are in 
place.

Since the government announced a 
15 June opening Hambleton District 
Council (HDC) has worked closely with 
partner agencies as well as parish and 
town councils and local businesses on 
plans to open Northallerton, Thirsk, 
Bedale, Stokesley, Great Ayton and 
Easingwold safely.

Appropriate adjustments have been 
made for each town to enable social 
distancing to be maintained as much 
as possible, to ensure people can 
shop, visit and socialize in our towns 
safely.

As part of these essential 
adjustments, on Wednesday and 
Saturday, Northallerton high street will 
be closed to all traffic from the Town 
Hall to the Romanby Road junction, 
other than emergency vehicles, to 
allow enough room for the market 
to be held safely now most other 
businesses are open. 

HDC has also launched a public 
information campaign called ‘Enjoy 
Hambleton Safely’ which aims to 
remind people of how they can stay 
safe and stop the spread of COVID-
19 as they move around each of 
the towns. People can expect to see 
floor stickers, lamp post banners, 
signage and posters throughout our 
towns reminding them to wash their 
hands, stay two metres apart etc. This 
campaign has been part funded by 

the European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF).  

Leader of HDC, Mark Robson said: 
“This really is a milestone date for 
the business community, residents 
and visitors across Hambleton and 
signifies the first tentative steps on 
our district’s road to recovery.

“Unprecedented times calls for 
unprecedented measures and this is 
the first time to my knowledge where 
we’ve taken the decision to close 
Northallerton high street to traffic on 
market day.

“Our priority as a council is clear, 
to help to keep people safe and we 
are doing this by putting in place 
all appropriate measures. We want 
people to enjoy Hambleton and our 
market towns but to enjoy it safely. 
That means following government 
guidelines around social distancing 
and hygiene.  

“We also want to throw all our 
support behind our business 
community who have dealt with 
probably the most challenging time 
for businesses in a generation.

“We look forward to welcoming 
both residents and visitors back and I 
would urge them to be safe and follow 
the guidance so we can continue on 
our road to a full recovery.”

CLA calls on Education Secretary to teach 
Countryside Code in schools

The Country Land and Business 
Association (CLA) has written to the 
Secretary of State for Education, 
Gavin Williamson MP, calling for the 
Countryside Code to be taught in 
schools.

It comes following reports of 
worrying incidents taking place in rural 
areas as the country emerges from 
the Covid-19 crisis. These include fly-
tipping, littering, trespassing, country 
lanes being blocked, gates being left 
open, dogs chasing livestock and a 
lack of social distancing.

There has been a spike in these 
types of actions occurring as more 
people have flocked to the countryside 
to enjoy the hot weather since 
lockdown rules were eased.

CLA President Mark Bridgeman said:
“The countryside is a wonderful 

place and we want to see everybody 
enjoy it.  But we also want them to be 
safe, and respect the countryside as a 
place of work.

“A lack of education on how to treat 
the countryside has left a generation 
without a basic understanding of 
what is an acceptable and indeed 
necessary standard of behaviour in 
a rural, working environment which 

produces food for the nation. We all 
have a part of to play in improving 
that understanding, but help in the 
classroom would be a great start.

“With the recent problems arising, 
including the tragic death of another 
walker attacked by cattle, we strongly 
believe this is the right time to get the 
Countryside Code into classrooms.  
There is an opportunity for lessons to 
be learned from the crisis.

“It is imperative we set standards 
and expectations, while promoting an 
ethos of respect for the countryside 
in schools up and down the country 
emphasizing the impact it plays in 
children’s health, wellbeing and 
attainment.”

Furthermore, there have been reports 
of disposable barbecues in rural areas 
catching fire and destroying land and 
habitat. Reducing the risk of wildfires 
is key at this time of the year, and 
raising awareness is one way in which 
the risk can be reduced.

The Countryside Code, which 
applies to all parts of the countryside 
in England and Wales, aims to help 
everyone respect, protect and enjoy 
the outdoors.

New rules on face 
coverings will help keep 

passengers safe
From Monday 15 June everyone must 

wear a face covering when travelling 
by public transport in England.

Under the new rules, operators 
will be able to prevent passengers 
who refuse to follow the rules from 
travelling and police will be able to 
issue fines of £100.

Over 3,000 extra staff will be 
deployed from Monday to support the 
travelling public, reminding people 
about the need to wear face coverings 
and helping vulnerable passengers.

New rules requiring passengers to 
wear a face covering on their journey 
will come into force on public transport 
across England from Monday, 
Transport Secretary Grant Shapps has 
confirmed Friday 12 June.

The advice is clear that people 
should continue to avoid taking public 
transport where possible, but by 
mandating the use of face coverings 
Government is asking passengers to 
play their part in helping to protect 
each other as the numbers of people 
travelling gradually start to rise across 
the country, following the careful 
easing of restrictions when it’s safe 
to do so.

Easingwold Town Council Planning Applications
20/01081/TPO Proposed works to a 

Beech tree (T1) - to crown reduce to 
a maximum of 25% and a Sycmore 
tree (T2) - to crown reduce to a 
maximum of 25% both subject to Tree 
Preservation Order Nos: 1991/15 
and 1997/12. 28 Mallison Hill Drive 
Easingwold.

20/01063/FUL Construction of 

a single storey rear extension, 
replacement windows to east, south 
and western elevations, car port 
to side of house, detached garden 
building to rear of garage, external 
landscaping works and installation of 
gates. St Mary Mount, Spring Street 
Easingwold.

York Minster prepares 
to reopen for individual 

prayer
York Minster is preparing to welcome 

people back for individual prayer 
from Tuesday 16 June, following 
the government announcement that 
places of worship can reopen for this 
form of worship.

It will be the first time since the 
Minster closed its doors on 16 March in 
response to the Coronavirus pandemic 
that people have been able to visit the 
sacred space, light a candle, reflect 
and pray.

The cathedral will initially be open 
from 4.30pm – 6.30pm Tuesday 
to Saturday and from 2.30pm – 
4.30pm on Sundays, and a number 
of measures are being put in place 
to help keep people safe during their 
visit.

These include limiting the number 
of people allowed inside at any one 
time, signage and reduced seating to 
allow people to socially distance from 
one another, a new one-way system, 
hand sanitizer points and additional 
cleaning measures.

The Dean of York, the Right Revd Dr 
Jonathan Frost said:  “I am delighted 
that we are able to take this next small 
but significant step towards seeing 
the Minster fully re-opened by initially 
opening for individual prayer.

“All of us who live, work and pray 
here, look forward to the doors being 
fully opened in the days ahead.”

The cathedral is initially reopening 
with reduced hours to allow a phased 
return of its staff and to allow its 
new arrangements to be tested and 
adjusted before extending its hours.

Only the main Nave area of the 
cathedral will be open for individual 
prayer, with a one-way system and 
signage encouraging social distancing, 
facilitated by staff equipped with PPE. 
A member of York Minster’s clergy 
will be available each day for anyone 
in need of pastoral support and care.

Due to major work being done to the 
cathedral’s Grand Organ, the Nave has 
been temporarily arranged so seating 
within the cathedral faces the Great 
West Window, which contains the 
Heart of Yorkshire, so that its symbol 
and message of love can provide 
a focus for people’s prayers and 
devotions.

The wider Minster will remained 
closed for public worship, including 
services, and for sightseeing, in line 
with current government guidance. 
Dean’s Park, the green space at 
the north side of the cathedral, has 
already re-opened on a daily basis 
from 10am to 6pm.

While the Minster has been closed 
it has moved worship online, and this 
will continue with a new, pre-recorded 
Sunday Evensong service broadcast 
each week at 4pm via the cathedral’s 
Facebook and YouTube channels and 
on its website.

Ryedale Mumbler 
Awards

First Ever Ryedale Mumbler Awards 
celebrate and recognize the best of 
things to do for families in Ryedale & 
Thirsk – Winners Announced.

Over 15,000 votes were cast by 
members of the public, voting for their 
favourite family things to do locally. 
Now the winners have been revealed! 

Ryedale Mumbler held their first ever 
Family Awards this year to celebrate 
and recognize the best of things to 
do for families Ryedale and Thirsk, 
the winners were announced on 
12th June 2020. The general public 
were encouraged to nominate their 
favourites things to do with children 
in the local area across 8 categories. 
The top 5 most nominated in each 
category were then taken forward 
as finalists and the public then voted 
again for the winners. 

Voting took place in April and May 
2020. I was due to ride in the Ride 
of Their Lives at York Races in aid 
of Macmillan Cancer Support in front 

of a crowd of approach 25,000. This 
has been postponed until 12th June 
2021 due to the Covid19 pandemic. 
100% sponsorship from these awards 
has been raised for Macmillan Cancer 
Support. Results were therefore 
announced on what would have been 
the eve of the race (last night). It 
has been a great boost to the local 
businesses and organizations in the 
finals, many who are still closed due 
to the Covid19 pandemic or struggling 
to stay in business. 

The awards have been organized by 
the Ryedale Mumbler, a website set 
up by local mum SJ Barker in June 
2017, to list and share all things to 
do with children across the area. She 
wanted to recognise and celebrate 
the fantastic things for families that 
we have here in Ryedale & Thirsk. SJ 
commented:

“We are so lucky to have so 
many incredible activities, classes, 
attractions and events available locally 
for families. I wanted to give them all 
the recognition they deserved. The 
first ever Ryedale Mumbler Awards 
celebrate the businesses that wouldn’t 
usually appear on a Local Business 
Awards platform. All of the nominees 
and finalists do a fantastic job 
providing things to do and places to 
go for families in Ryedale & Thirsk and 
it has been a real boost to celebrate 
them all, especially during the ongoing 
Covid19 pandemic when a lot of them 
are still closed. To be able to raise so 

much money for Macmillan Cancer 
Support has been very humbling. 
I have already raised over £8,500 
of my £15,000 target despite the 
majority of my fundraising activities 
being postponed due to Covid19. I 
am determined to raise a significant 
amount by 2021. Congratulations to 
all the winners of the awards!” See the 
Mumbler website for award winners.

SJ Barker

Theft of motorbikes & generators
On 11.06.20 between 8pm and 6am 

on 12th, there has been a theft of 
a number of motorbikes from the 
Baldersby area.

2 Honda CBT125s, a Yamaha R6 and 
2 Honda generators.

If you have any information or 
sighted anything suspicious please 
call 101 ref. incident 12200098788.

Check and consider securing bikes 
etc. stored in outbuildings.

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

Chapel Street, Easingwold, York, YO61 3AF.        
T: 01347 666505

•  Private Chapels of Rest
•  
•   24 hour help and advice service,  

365 days a year
•    

and run - Independent

•  Payment plans available

 

Easingwold Chapel available for services
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GALTRES CENTRE UPDATE
It is hoped that the Government will allow Leisure Centres to reopen soon.

Here at the Galtres Centre staff and volunteers have been working hard 
to prepare the facilities in readiness for this.

All the screens, notices, sanitizer stations etc. that you would expect are in place.

The Fitness Suite will operate with a reduced capacity for everyone’s safety.

We shall also be offering a temporary schedule of fitness classes.

Advance booking and payment will be required for ALL activities.

We look forward to welcoming you as and when further details are announced and a 
timescale is known.

All details will be on the Galtres Centre website: galtrescentre.weebly.com

Tucker Talks 751 (digital)
Falcons

Thirsk Falcons have now passed by 
nearly £500 their £5,000 fundraising 
target to replace their losses from the 
recent arson attack, with donations 
from local people, businesses and 
football clubs, for which many thanks.

Awakening
We are starting to come out of 

hibernation! Slowly things are getting 
back to some sort of normal. More 
shops are opening their doors, 
although the picture for school 
children continues to look poor. Our 
newsagents, Towlers, still waiting for 
the Thirsk Weekly News to return to 
print, are opening for longer hours. 
The suits in the windows of Humphrey 
and Tilly and have turned to face out 
again. Traffic is getting back to its old 
congested level, but bus passengers 
are wearing masks as part of the 
continuing efforts to keep the virus at 
bay. The Community Library is running 
click and collect for books, online or 
by phone. Local churches are working 
out how to reopen for private prayer – 
still waiting for the day when services 
with hymn singing can return. It is a 
case of step by step. 

There was a knock on the door on 
Tuesday afternoon and an unexpected 
delivery: sandwiches, buns and a little 
pot of jam. Community Works would 
have held a tea party to launch their 
new name, but ingeniously came 
up with the idea of sending out the 
wherewithal and inviting everyone to 
join in a “virtual” afternoon tea. Based 
at St James Green, they provide a 
whole range of community support, 
and in their turn are looking for Friends 
who will share their skills, attend 
events and support fundraising. Call 
them on 01845 524494 or 523115.

The National Trust has reopened the 
gardens locally at Beningborough and 
Fountains Abbey. At present you need 
to book online. I was too slow in the 
first week and all the available slots 
had been taken, but an early session 
at the laptop last Friday yielded tickets 
for 3pm on Monday at Fountains, 
which is a jewel in the NT crown 
and a monument of international 
standing. It turns out it is the largest 
monastic ruin in England, a monument 

to the asset stripping of Henry VIII who 
eyed up the massive wealth of the 
church and grabbed it for himself. I 
think of Fountains at its height as the 
ICI of the medieval world, a centre 
for profitable wool production, lead 
mining, cattle and horse breeding and 
stone quarrying. It was shut down in 
1539, the abbot and monks pensioned 
off. They had been custodians of the 
word of God, and of the culinary and 
medical herbs first brought to this 
island by the Romans. In time it would 
become an architectural novelty in a 
grandiose park. Today it is  heritage 
site.

With almost military precision, we 
left home at 2.30pm in order to arrive 
at the right time. Ahead of us as we 
drove out of Ripon was just one car, 
and we bet that it too contained excited 
people headed for the Fountains car 
park. And so it was. We parked up and 
headed for the beautiful visitor centre, 
which was offering handwash, water 
for bottles and mercifully toilets as 
well. It was quiet, very quiet, not the 
normal number of visitors. Following 
the one-way system we booked in 
and were welcomed by the volunteer, 
who confirmed that No, there are 
no refreshments this week, but we 
hope to do something next week. Like 
many organizations, they are treading 
a new path. 

We headed off towards the Abbey, 
almost instinctively now keeping well 
over 2 metres (6' 6") between us 
and other groups. On the open grass 
beside the Abbey, groups were settled 
suitably distanced apart. Picnics are 
allowed, but not barbecues. I cannot 
say that sausages and beer in the 
shadow of the Abbey appeals anyway! 
There were lots of children with their 

families, and the sound of excited 
young voices echoed around inside 
the Abbey itself. The sun shone and 
it felt like a big step back to the good 
things that we have been without 
since 23 March.

Rewriting
Our Prime Monster objects to what 

he calls rewriting history, removing 
public items of offence to people of 
colour. But that is what history is 
about. History always looks back from 
today. Last year’s history is out of 
date. We look back at the mass of 
events of the past and select those 
which seem relevant to our present 
moment. It is not only history that 
should be rewritten, but some of our 
attitudes. 

Following the science
I have been looking back through 

my press cuttings, now quite a pile 
in their own dedicated box, about the 
growth of the coronavirus pandemic 
across the world. Back in January 
and February we were watching 
as China went into convulsions of 
lockdown and the odd case escaped 
to Europe. New cases in the UK were 
being counted in single figures, and 
the health authorities were watching 
and trying to make sense of it. The 
government declared at the end of 
February that it was prepared for a 
pandemic, although it now seems they 
were preparing for a flu pandemic, not 
the one we got, and sadly they were 
far from prepared. 

We have heard lots about the 
dedication, efforts and innovation of 
health workers as the virus hit the 
country. Things are a little quieter 
now, but there may well be a “second 
wave” of infections as a result of 
the relaxation of lockdown and 
the unwillingness of some people 
to remain vigilant – “alert” as the 
government has it – while the virus is 
still out and about. I fear for the health 
workers who have gone through this 
disruptive and sometimes deeply 
distressing time. I fear that it will have 
damaged them. They need a break. 
Will they get one before the regular 
autumn build-up in illness? 

One clear scandal from all this is the 
way that residents and staff in care 
homes were neglected. Maybe this is 
to do with that ridiculous mental split 
between health and care. Maybe there 
really was a decision to let those who 
have had a full innings and were pretty

frail anyway just take their chances 
– and to keep them out of the 
statistics for a while in order not to 
add to the national fears. I suspect 
that the panic to get the hospitals 
ready for a massive surge of new 
and very ill patients knocked due 
consideration for care home residents 
off the agenda. 

TUCKER

TALKS 
THIRSK

sunny Fountains

for quiet thought

Opening Up – The Railways
The best messages about rail travel 

as tentative steps towards relaxing 
lockdown are introduced come from 
Northern Trains. Their pithy on-line 
reminder is that just because non 
essential shops can now reopen 
with suitable precautions, it doesn't 
mean that the way is open for non 
essential travel!  The same message 
is reiterated by all of the other train 
operators that connect us with the 
rest of the country – Crosscountry, 
Transpennine Express and LNER.  The 
other messages include booking your 
tickets on line (if at all possible), 
wearing face coverings from the 
moment you enter the station, until 
you leave the station at the end of your 
journey; keep to the distancing rule, 
follow the instructions from station 
and train staff and when you leave 
the train take your face mask and any 
personal litter with you, and dispose 
of it safely.  On board catering will 
be restricted or absent, so take food 
and drink with you especially of you 
are on a long journey.  The seating 
capacity is severely limited to ensure 
distancing, so book early, and keep to 
your allocated seat.  Timetables have 
been expanded, mainly to cover the 
needs of essential travellers – check 

your journey when booking, and on 
the day of travel.  Rail staff are not 
immune to infection, so shortage of 
drivers or on board staff may lead to 
cancellations. Arrive early for your 
train, especially if coming back via a 
major terminal, since getting through 
barriers safely may involve queueing.

I have always enjoyed the social 
aspects of travel – normally, I would 
stick to standard class, where fellow 
passengers are more chatty, and less 
involved with running their job via a 
mobile phone or a laptop!

I have met some fascinating 
fellow passengers, alas a pleasure 
temporarily denied by this pesky virus.  
I once heard a man sitting near me 
bellowing the details of his address, 
how to get into his house, disable the 
burglar alarm, and get to the central 
heating boiler without getting eaten by 
the dog!  I was, at the time, penning 
a letter to someone incarcerated at 
Her Majesty's pleasure – I resisted the 
temptation to pass the information on 
to any felons!

Travel is less tempting, and with 
most of the places I would travel to 
visit shut down the temptations of the 
destinations have also vanished!   

Chris Purser

County Council’s new highways  
company appoints managing director

The newly formed company NY 
Highways Ltd, created by North 
Yorkshire County Council to provide 
greater flexibility in the way it delivers 
highway maintenance work, has 
appointed a managing director.

North Yorkshire’s 5,750 miles 
of roads, - the largest network in 
England - stretch from Scarborough 
to Bentham and Teesside to south 
of the M62. Laid end to end, they 
would reach India and with the 
current contract nearing completion, 
the council wants to ensure it can 
face the challenges that lie ahead 
through greater flexibility and a more 
local focus whilst maintaining service 
levels. 

After an extensive interview process, 
NY Highways Ltd is pleased to 
announce that it has appointed Ross 
Bullerwell to the position of Managing 
Director.  Ross is currently Managing 
Director of Rennicks (UK) Ltd which 
is involved in traffic signs innovation; 
developing and supplying the latest 
road traffic signs and technology, and 
has extensive experience of running 
contracting businesses.

Ross said “To be in at ground level 
on a major new business such as NY 
Highways is a fantastic opportunity, I 
can’t wait to get started. NY Highways 
offers me the chance to work on 
delivering the best quality highways 

service to the residents of North 
Yorkshire, efficiency matched with a 
truly localised and tailored feel.”

“The creation of NY Highways Ltd 
is an exciting opportunity for the 
County Council” said David Bowe, the 
County Council’s Corporate Director 
and Non-Executive Director of NY 
Highways Ltd, “and the appointment 
of Ross Bullerwell is an important 
step forward by the company. Given 
Ross’s background and experience 
this appointment puts us in a very 
strong position for the future.”  

Ross will be joining NY Highways in 
September and the new company will 
begin operations next June.

The county council currently delivers 
its highway maintenance work through 
a contract with Ringway.  Through 
this arrangement the authority has 
delivered significant improvements to 
the condition of its highways network, 
provided essential winter maintenance 
services as well as ensuring an 
effective response to emergencies 
such as flooding.  

However, an assessment of future 
service challenges concluded that 
the preferred option was a ‘Teckal’ 
company for the delivery of the 
operational highway maintenance 
service. This contract is currently 
worth in the region of £40 million a 
year. 

The next printed issues will be 
Saturday 11th July 2020
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Wanted !!
Antiques and Anything old
Why choose Summersgills 
60 years experience in Auctions

Commission is the one of the cheapest in 
Yorkshire at only 15%

We achieve the best prices as all our items 
are online

No hidden charges for selling
We make selling through Auction easy

Summersgills Auctioneers
01904 791131 - 01347 821379

EASINGWOLD SURGERY SCOOPS PRESTIGIOUS ‘TEAM EXCELLENCE’ AWARD
Millfield Surgery in Easingwold 

has been announced as winner of 
the Team Excellence Award at Hull 
York Medical School’s (HYMS) annual 
Teaching Excellence Awards. 

Nominations for the awards were 
submitted by Medicine and Physician 
Associate students in recognition of 
the exceptional medical education and 
support they have received over the 
last twelve months. 

The Team Excellence award is 
given to NHS teams or groups of staff 
who, during clinical placements, have 
taught or supported students, helped 
or inspired them or gone that extra 
mile to ensure they have a positive 
and fulfilling experience and worked 
well as a team.

Some of the students’ nomination 
comments included: ‘Such a brilliant 
place to have had my GP placement’ 
and ‘The team spirit is evident and 
enhances patient care’.

Dr Helen Iredale, GP Partner at 
Millfield Surgery, said: “I am absolutely 
delighted that Millfield Surgery has 
been awarded the Team Excellence 
award at the annual HYMS awards this 
year. We were up against some very 
big hospital departments so I think we 
can be very rightly proud of such an 
achievement. 

“This is a team award and points 
to the importance of our entire 
practice team showing an interest 
in tomorrow’s GPs coming through 
the system. The award has been a 

fantastic boost for the Millfield Team 
at what has been a very challenging 
time for everyone.”

Dr Nigels Wells, Clinical Chair at the 
Vale of York Clinical Commissioning 
Group, said “Millfield Surgery is a 
well-established teaching surgery, 
and has recently expanded their 
teaching commitment to include both 
fourth and first year students from 
HYMS. I would like to congratulate 
them on their award which recognises 
the efforts of the whole team at 
Millfield Surgery to delivering excellent 
hands-on experience and instruction 
to medical students who are the future 
of our NHS.” 

Fly Tipping Coxwold
One thing I have noticed during the 

Coronavirus Lockdown is the increase 
in fly tipping throughout the area.

Here are some rather soiled 
mattresses and assorted rubbish, 
dumped just outside Coxwold on the 
Byland road near the ford in the old 
layby. 

Even though the Council tips have 
re-opened, they need to make it easier 
and cheaper to dispose of household 
waste otherwise fly tipping in the more 
rural parts of our area will become the 
norm.

Editor

Local NHS seeks 
governors

A local NHS Trust is recruiting 22 
governors to help shape the future 
direction of the organization.

Tees, Esk and Wear Valleys NHS 
Foundation Trust (TEWV) which 
provides mental health and learning 
disabilities services across County 
Durham, Darlington, Teesside and 
most of North Yorkshire, is asking 
local people to make a difference and 
put themselves forward for the Trust’s 
council of governors.

Governors play an important role in 
understanding and championing the 
needs of patients, families, carers 
and staff, helping to ensure services 
meet the needs of local people. They 
also hold the non-executive directors 
to account for the performance of 
the board.

At the heart of decision making, 
governors have the opportunity to 
question and challenge the Trust, 
offering different perspectives and 
representing the views of local 
communities.

Miriam Harte, chairman at TEWV, 
said “Being a governor is a very 
rewarding and interesting role that is 
vital in helping to shape the work we 
do and the services we provide.

“During these unprecedented times, 
the support of our governors will be 
essential in making sure our services 
are working as well as they should and 
that adjustments made in response to 
the current pandemic are meeting the 
needs of those in our care.

“There is now a real opportunity for 
more people to get involved and make 
a difference in what is a huge period 
of change in the NHS.

“We are committed to providing high 
quality, patient-centred services and 
are looking for enthusiastic, honest 
and objective individuals to join our 
team and help us navigate a new 
future.”

Whatever your background or 
experience, as long as you are a 
member of the Trust you can apply 
for a position on their council of 
governors.

Meeting at least four times each 
year, the council of governors work 
includes developing the membership 
of the trust, appointing non-executive 
directors, including the chairman, 
and considering the Trust’s annual 
accounts.

Governors are expected to attend 
two council of governor meetings 
each year and have the opportunity 
to get involved in a variety of different 
streams of work. Support and training 
is available and travel expenses will 
be paid.

Mary Booth, public governor, 
said: “For me, the best thing about 
becoming a governor is having the 
opportunity to visit services, meet 
with staff and talk to people about 
their experiences of TEWV. We need 
people with different backgrounds 
and experiences to join our council 
of governors, to help make sure 
mental health and learning disabilities 
services are the best they can be and 
what we would expect for ourselves or 
a member of our family.”

Nominations are now open and will 
close mid July. To find out how you 
can get involved please visit www.
tewv.nhs.uk/elections.

Free online trading 
offer extended for 

businesses 
An offer to help businesses trade 

online for free has been extended to 
cover all of York and North Yorkshire.

The York & North Yorkshire Growth 
Hub has invested in a community led 
shopping platform, ShopAppy.com, 
allowing local businesses to have 
free 12-month subscriptions to the 
site. Launched last month, it initially 
targeted businesses from 10 towns. 
Now, businesses from elsewhere in 
York and North Yorkshire can take up 
the offer too. 

The 10 towns are: Selby, Tadcaster, 
Harrogate, Knaresborough, Malton 
& Norton, Richmond, Leyburn, 
Stokesley, Thirsk and Easingwold. The 
first 50 businesses to sign up from 

outside these towns can also benefit 
from free 12-month subscriptions, 
worth £240 each.

York & North Yorkshire Growth 
Hub is funded by government and 
coordinated by the York & North 
Yorkshire Local Enterprise Partnership.

Richard Shaw, Chair of the Business 
Board at York & North Yorkshire Local 
Enterprise Partnership, said: “This 
offer can help businesses in the 
short-term and provide a platform for 
growth in the future. Businesses that 
can’t trade as they used to can get 
set up on ShopAppy.com with limited 
technical know-how and without the 
cost of building and promoting their 
own standalone store. Goods can be 
delivered by local delivery partners or 
collected in a way that complies with 
social distancing rules. We think this 
will appeal to businesses of all sizes 
and will also include services that can 
provide online events and activities as 
well as hairdressers and beauticians 
who can sell their products or provide 
buy now, use later vouchers.”

Support will be offered by the 
Growth Hub to help firms get started 
on ShopAppy.com and advise on 
areas such as marketing and adapting 
business models. The Growth Hub will 
also offer help to build local networks 
in support of delivery options for 
businesses. 

Businesses interested in taking up 
the free offer can find out more on 
the York & North Yorkshire Growth 
Hub website.

Tel: 01347 821329 
Fax: 01347 822576

Email: 
sales@easingwoldadvertiser.com
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Well here at the Easingwold Advertiser & 
Thirsk Weekly News, we have our very 
own little people who like to hide in the 
newspaper. They can be very tricky to find, 
as they are very small and they like to jump 
from page to page and get into all kinds of 
mischief!

Every week, either Tommy or Tracey will be 
hiding somewhere in the newspaper – if you 
can find one of them you could win a prize!

Just take a picture or cut them out, and 
send to us with your name, age, address and 
contact number and each week there will be 
one lucky winner.

Email to: claire@ghsmith.com or post to:  
The Advertiser Office, Market Place, Easingwold, York YO61 3AB

T&C apply: No cash alternative. Winner’s photo must appear in the 
newspaper, only one entry per person, per week.

Please note: Opinions expressed in letters published are not necessarily opinions held by 
the Editor or the Publishers of the Easingwold Advertiser & Weekly News and Thirsk Weekly 
News. The Publishers of the Easingwold Advertiser & Weekly News and Thirsk Weekly 
News hold no responsibility for the accuracy of any details contained within advertisements. 
To avoid mistakes please ensure ALL copy is clearly presented, preferably typed or neatly 
written. The deadline for contributed copy is 5pm on the Monday prior to publication.
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Plea to dog owners 
after lamb killed 

in attack near 
Boroughbridge

Police are urging people with dogs 
to take responsibility for their animals, 
after a lamb was attacked and killed 
near Boroughbridge.

The incident has prompted a warning 
to dog owners from dedicated rural 
policing officers in North Yorkshire.

On Wednesday 10 June 2020, at 
about 5.30pm, two dogs ran through 
a fence into a field of sheep at Marton 
Cum Grafton, near the village school.

The sheep in the field had all 
lambed, and sadly, one lamb was 
attacked and killed.

The lamb would have been worth 
£40, and will cost a further £40 to 
dispose of properly.

Anyone with information about this 
incident is asked to contact North 
Yorkshire Police on 101, quoting 
reference NYP-13062020-0108.

Inspector Matt Hagen, of North 
Yorkshire Police's Rural Taskforce, 
said: “It’s horrendous for farmers to 
come across the bodies of sheep who 

have been attacked and often left 
to suffer a slow and painful death, 
not to mention the impact on their 
livelihoods.

“We need dog owners to take 
responsibility for their animals – it’s 
important that dogs are kept securely 
when at home, and on leads and 
under control when walking near 
sheep fields.”

In 2018, North Yorkshire Police 
contributed to research by the National 
Police Chiefs’ Council Livestock 
Worrying Police Working Group, which 
highlighted the economic cost of 
attacks on livestock.

The research also found that around 
11 per cent of livestock worrying 
incidents involve repeat offenders 
(owners or walkers whose dog had 
worried or caused damage to livestock 
before), highlighting the importance 
of reporting all such incidents to the 
police.

Estimates by NFU Mutual suggest 
livestock attacks nationally cost 
farmers £1.2m in 2019.

Last year, a man was prosecuted 
and ordered to pay more than £800 in 
compensation after his puppy injured 
and killed lambs in Nidderdale.

4YORKS Hand-Over MTU responsibilities  
to 4th Regiment Royal Artillery

Troops from the 4th Battalion The 
Yorkshire Regiment, handed over 
Mobile Testing Unit responsibilities 
to 4th Regiment Royal Artillery at 
Alanbrooke Barracks, in Topcliffe, 
North Yorkshire on Saturday. 

4 YORKS, a regionally-based 
light-role infantry Army Reserve 
battalion, which has companies and 
detachments in towns and cities 
across Yorkshire and Teesside, has 
provided vital testing across Yorkshire 
and Humber and the North East of 
UK since April 2020, supporting the 
Government’s efforts during the 
Coronavirus pandemic.   

4 YORKS Corporal Muhammad Abu 
Qaoud from Mexborough, who is a 
linguist/translator in his civilian role, 
commented, 

“It’s been good to help out the 
country and community, I’m proud 
to have done it and make a positive 
difference”.  

Whilst, 4 YORKS 2Lt Ross Garewood 
from Guisborough, who is a secondary 
school teacher in his civilian career, 
said “The change from closed school 
to helping on an MTU was a real 

change of pace and scenario.
The most memorable thing during 

this period has been working from 
Barnsley up to Berwick upon Tweed 
and all places between.  It’s been 
varied and we’ve covered some 
miles.”

Major Martin Magee of 4th Regiment 
Royal Artillery said, 

“The handover between Reserve 
and Regular has gone smoothly with 
4 YORKS having done a brilliant job. 
They have been highly professional 
and have made a goods start which 
we plan to continue.”

“The social distancing has been 
difficult to adjust to but interacting 
with the public will provide a new and 
interesting challenge to master in the 
short term.”

4th Regiment Royal Artillery, based in 
Alanbrooke Barracks, which provides 
combat support to both Infantry and 
Cavalry Regiments, will continue the 
Reserve unit’s efforts in providing 
support to local communities at MTU’s  
in the north of England during the 
current crisis.

'You are what you wear!'
Some people may disagree and 

that's OK; everyone has a different 
view on clothes and fashion. For those 
of you who do enjoy clothes I would 
really recommend a programme 
shown currently on BBC 1 on 
Thursdays @ 8.00pm called 'You are 
what you wear'.

During lockdown I've become a little 
withdrawn, lethargic and weary of 
wearing the same clothes day in and 
day out.. Looking at the blank calendar 
there seems to be no reason to dress 
up - just the same old same old.

Watching the programme ignited 
my passion for raiding my wardrobe 

and putting together a lovely outfit; 
still nowhere to go but I did feel 
great. The programme was amusing, 
entertaining, informative and most of 
all inspiring for both men and women 
in my opinion.

I challenge you to watch it and not 
go looking for a new outfit either in 
your wardrobe, online or rushing to 
the shops as they re open.

I should love to hear your views on 
the programme and whether it did 
inspire you to 'Dress Up'.

From Dressing Gown to Ball Gown - 
well not quite!

From a Concerned Reader

North Yorkshire’s birth  
registration service resumes

The birth registration service across 
North Yorkshire has resumed with 
new rules in place to maintain social 
distancing and to impose extra 
hygiene measures.  

Register offices have now reopened 
by appointment only. Registrations 
will begin for babies born in North 
Yorkshire up to and including 30 
April 2020, or babies born to North 
Yorkshire residents at James Cook 
or York District Hospital up to and 
including 30 April 2020. For further 
details please visit the NYCC website.

Registrations for all births will be 
open as soon as possible and this is 
likely to be towards the end of June. 
Please check the website for further 
announcements. 

The Richmond and Selby offices 
will remain closed until the necessary 
safety precautions are in place. 

Government guidelines around the 
coronavirus restrictions mean baby 
naming ceremonies and changes to 
birth records are still suspended. 

For those who are married, only the 
mother or father should attend without 
children except the baby if necessary. 

If unmarried, both will have to attend, 
but without children when possible. If 
children must attend, the other partner 
will either wait, with the children, 
outside in the car or in the waiting 
area. Only one person will be allowed 
in the interview room at any one time. 

The new safety measures include 
desk screens, card payment only 
and hand sanitation stations will be 
available for visitors. Social distancing 
will be maintained at all times. 

County Councillor Greg White, 
Executive Member for Customer 
Engagement, said: “We are sure that 
parents and carers will welcome the 
resumption of birth registrations. 
Please be assured that our offices 
are equipped with suitable safety 
measures, and new rules are here to 
keep everybody safe. 

“If you’re waiting to register a baby I 
would request your patience while we 
are working in these unprecedented 
circumstances.”  

To book an appointment please 
complete the application form at the 
NYCC website.

Secondary schools across the county prepare  
to return to “new normal” ways of teaching

Schools across North Yorkshire have 
begun the gradual return back to 
classes.

From June 15, that includes 
secondary schools. Like the county’s 
primary schools, challenges around 
hygiene, social distancing and 
preventing the spread of coronavirus 
have been tackled by the county’s 
secondary schools. Additional 
challenges such as helping Year 6 
pupils make the transition to Year 7 in 
September have also been looked at.

The hard work of staff has ensured 
every need is met and each child is as 
safe as possible.

Stuart Carlton, North Yorkshire 
County Council’s Corporate Director 
for Children and Young People’s 
Services, said: “It’s heartening to see 
the extensive measures staff in our 
secondary schools have put in place to 
ensure students are safe and happy.

“Much like our primary schools, 
teachers are treading new ground in 
terms of social distancing, hygiene 
and cleaning measures. But everyone 
truly has pulled together to try to 
ensure a safe, happy and smooth 
transition for all pupils involved.”

Case studies
Thirsk School and Sixth Form 

College
Thirsk School and Sixth Form 

College is also preparing to re-open 
for a number of their pupils.

Being a secondary school and sixth 
form, the school has faced different 
challenges to a primary.

Head Emma Lambden and her staff 

have solved logistical challenges and 
spoken to parents and students to 
create a safe environment for them 
to return to.

Emma said: “We’ve tried to keep 
parents in the loop at all times. We’ve 
done a survey and asked them for 
their comments. Based on their 
comments, I’ve been able to feed back 

and answer their concerns.
“We have floor markings in areas 

where students will be travelling 
through. Our classes will be split into 
bubbles of no more than 10 in the 
secondary school. They will stay in the 
classroom all day and their lunches 
will be brought to them.

“Luckily, we have plenty of outdoors 

areas, meaning students can safely go 
outdoors in their social bubbles.”

Emma added that the curriculum 
will cater to all students and they will 
tailor their approach to each student 
depending on how much work they’ve 
done over lockdown to get everyone to 
a similar level.

She added: “The situation in our 
sixth form is slightly different as well, 
because we wanted those students 
to get the specialist subject teaching 
they need. But our sixth form is very 
small, with about five pupils in each.

“The school is big enough to spread 
people about easily, and we are 
looking to only have a quarter of the 

year groups in at a time. Each class 
will be very small, with about five 
pupils in each.”

Pictured: Thirsk School and Sixth 
Form College head Emma Lambden 
and Social distancing and safety 
measures at Thirsk School and Sixth 
Form College.

news@easingwoldadvertiser.com 
news@thirskweeklynews.com

01347 821329
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More than a million people  
sign NFU food standards petition

More than one million people have 
pledged their support for British 
farming and food production by 
signing the NFU’s petition urging 
government to ensure future trade 
deals do not lead to an increase in 
food imports that would be illegal to 
produce here.

This overwhelming public support 
has accumulated in just over two 
weeks and more than 78,000 people 
have also written to their MP urging 
them to support the introduction of a 
Trade, Food and Farming Standards 
Commission that can review trade 
policy and develop solutions that can 
hold all food imports to the UK’s high 
standards.

It is the clearest indication yet that 
the British public do not want to see 
food on their supermarket shelves, or 
in their restaurants and cafes, that fall 
below the standards British farmers 
adhere to.

The issue of where our food comes 
from and how it is produced has united 
the public up and down the country 
with every MP being contacted by a 
constituent on the topic, as well as 
drawing the support of celebrity chef 
Jamie Oliver.

NFU North Riding & Durham County 
Chairman, Greg Dalton, paid tribute 
to the thousands of local people who 
had supported the drive to achieve 
recognition for the food standards 
achieved by farmers and local food 
producers and ensure that future 
imports are held to those same 
standards. He said: “This is clearly 
something local people feel strongly 
about. Not only have we seen the 
number of petition signatures soaring, 
but in the North East a further 2,388 
people have gone a step further and 
contacted their MP directly.

“Farmers are very proud of the 
food and farmed environment we 
produce, so it means the world to see 
people standing with us and making 
their voices heard. I am grateful to 
everyone who has got involved so 
far and urge anyone who hasn’t yet 
signed to consider adding their name 
and securing a bright future for British 
farming beyond Brexit.”

NFU President Minette Batters said: 

“It has been overwhelming to see this 
volume of support.  The fact that more 
than one million people have signed a 
petition urging the government to put 
into law rules that prevent food being 
imported to the UK which is produced 
in ways that would be illegal here is 
a clear signal of how passionate the 
British public feel about this issue.

“It is now clear that it is simply 
not credible for the government to 
continue to just pay lip service to 
this issue, when there is such public 
support for action. They must now give 
guarantees to the British people that 
they have listened to their concerns 
and will make firm commitments to 
address them.

“Trade policy is complicated, but 
what the public are telling us is quite 
simple. They care deeply about their 
food, where it comes from and how it 
is produced.

“They do not want to see chlorinated 
chicken or hormone-fed beef on 
their supermarket shelves and nor 
do they want to see food imported 
which has been produced in lower 
welfare or environmental systems 
than is legally allowed in this country.  
Farmers, animal welfare groups, 
environmentalists and now the public 
have made their voices clear.

“There is a simple solution that we 
are presenting; the introduction of a 
Trade, Food and Farming Standards 
Commission. This would be an 
independent body that can review 
trade policy and ensure all of our 
food imports are held to the same 
standards expected of British farmers.

“Given the clear commitments in the 
Conservative Party manifesto that they 
will not compromise British farming’s 
high standards, is it not a logical next 
step to put in place a panel of experts 
that can carry out that direction?

“These are decisions that will leave 
a legacy for decades and generations 
to come. It is so important that we get 
this right. Access to safe, traceable, 
affordable and nutritious food 
produced to the highest standards 
should be a right for all. We must not 
throw that away in the pursuit of free 
trade.”

Unmarked truck helps police keep  
main roads safe in special operation

Police have been tackling bad 
driving on North Yorkshire's key routes 
by using an unmarked truck to give 
them a vantage point.

Operation Tramline involves roads 
policing officers driving an unmarked 
HGV cab to give them a clear view 
of all road users, including drivers of 
large vehicles.

If officers see an offence taking 
place, the vehicle is pulled over by 
marked units so the driver can be 
dealt with immediately.

The operation began on 1 June and 
covered key routes around the county. 
Highways England lends the lorry cab 
to police forces around the country, to 
help them keep the roads safe.

Police said the driving they observed 
by the vast majority of road users was 
“overwhelmingly responsible”.

However, a number of drivers have 
been dealt with for various incidents 
detected by the operation. These 
include:

• A tractor driver, who shouldn’t 
even have been on the motorway, 
driving while using a mobile phone 
who still had alcohol in his system 
from a previous night of drinking.

• A European-registered HGV with 
extensive collision damage which the 
driver was intending on driving to 
Dover. The vehicle was prohibited by 
colleagues from DVSA and he was 
issued on the spot fines of £900.

• A van driver who was observed 
using his mobile phone on one day 
and three days later stopped again for 
driving his vehicle in a dangerously 
overloaded condition.

• A disqualified driver, driving an 
overweight van and trailer and using 
his phone at the same time.

• Drivers of various vehicles seen 
reading/checking paperwork whilst 
driving on the motorway.

• Various drivers seen talking 
on their phones, some completely 
oblivious to the fact that they were 
being recorded.

Traffic Constable Mark Patterson 

who organized the operation said: 
“By using the unmarked truck on loan 
from Highways England, we can check 
all drivers are following the rules of 
the road and not doing anything that 
could distract them, such as using a 
handheld mobile phone.

“HGV, van and coach drivers 
are professionals, but even the 
professionals make mistakes 
sometimes, which can have 
catastrophic results in such a heavy 
vehicle. It is important to note however 
that this operation was not designed 
to target HGV drivers and in fact the 
results show that equal number of 
goods and private vehicles were dealt 
with.

“Op Tramline has seen us deploy to 
numerous locations. And I’m pleased 
to say that while we did deal with a 
number of offences, the driving we’ve 
observed has been overwhelmingly 
responsible, safe and legal, especially 
from those in the haulage sector.

“It’s further testament to how well 
these key workers have helped keep 
the country going during lockdown.”

Highways England works with police 
forces around the country to ensure 
driving standards remain high among 
all types of road users.

Anthony Thorpe, Highways England 
Incident Prevention Advisor said: “The 
HGV cab project, which is funded by 
Highways England, has been patrolling 
motorways and major A roads over 
the past couple of years with the aim 
of improving road safety. “It provides 
an ideal viewing platform for police 
officers to identify dangerous driving 
behaviour that can be difficult to spot 
from standard police patrol vehicles – 
for example texting while driving.

“Highways England is committed 
to working collaboratively with our 
partners in the police to improve road 
safety and we will continue to use the 
HGV cab to tackle deaths and serious 
injuries and to encourage people to 
improve how they drive.”

Safety measures help shops and  
shoppers return with confidence

Safe reopening of shops from 
Monday, 15 June is being supported 
by councils across North Yorkshire.

The County Council, working closely 
with district and borough councils, is 
taking steps to enable businesses to 
open safely and for residents to feel 
safe while they shop.

People may have seen some 
measures appearing in recent weeks, 
including the coning off of sections of 
the carriageway to widen footways 
and closures of some roads.

Further actions are being taken from 
today. For example, the high streets 
in Skipton and Northallerton will be 
closed on market days to enable 
shoppers to enjoy the markets and 
reopened local shops while allowing 
room for shoppers to queue and 
pedestrians to pass safely.

Among other examples of steps 
to enable social distancing and 
encourage people to walk and 
cycle, people will see parking bay 
suspensions and narrower traffic 
lanes in several areas of Scarborough, 
Filey, Harrogate, Knaresborough, 

Selby, Tadcaster, Leyburn and other 
locations. Details of all measures can 
be found at the NYCC website.

Richard Flinton, Chair of the North 
Yorkshire Local Resilience Forum and 
Chief Executive of the County Council, 
said: “All partners in our North 
Yorkshire Local Resilience Forum are 
committed to supporting the county’s 
recovery while making the reopening 
of more shops and businesses as 
safe as possible for customers and 
workers.

“I’m sure that our retailers have 
been looking forward to 15 June and 
being able to open and that many 
residents are just as keen to take 
advantage of a wider range of shops.

“We’ll all need to get used to 
navigating our new-look high streets. 
The measures we are putting in 
place have been carefully considered 
and are designed to give people the 
confidence to go shopping and buy 
local, which is something we can 
all do to play a part in our county’s 
recovery.

“While these measures to aid social 

distancing and active travel are 
important, one of the biggest things 
we can do when visiting our high 
streets, and elsewhere, is to take 
personal responsibility to maintain 
social distancing and to consider 
others.”

Assistant Chief Constable Mike 
Walker of North Yorkshire Police, 
added: “As more and more restrictions 
are lifted and communities come back 
to life, personal responsibility is now 
key to controlling the virus. We urge 
everyone to look after themselves and 
their loved ones, remember that the 
virus has still not gone away, keep 
in mind the purpose of the existing 
restrictions and regulations and stay 
safe.

“We are grateful to the public of 
North Yorkshire for playing their part 
during this crisis and for their support 
through what has been a very fast-
moving and challenging time for 
everyone. The sacrifices they have 
made has helped to protect thousands 
of people and we should be proud of 
this. We will continue to engage with 
members of the public, explain the 
remaining regulations and encourage 
them to follow them and will only use 
enforcement as a last resort.”  

Where parking bays being coned 
off to widen footways, this is done for 
public safety and these cones must 
not be moved. Enforcement by parking 
services will be taken against anyone 
moving barriers to use parking bays.

As more high street businesses 
open and the situation develops, the 
measures to enable social distancing 
will be kept under constant review and 
any changes will be published online 
at the NYCC website.

North Yorkshire steps 
up to tackle the 

challenge of loneliness
People across North Yorkshire have 

pulled together during the Covid-19 
pandemic as part of a massive effort 
of community spirit and commitment 
to ensure no-one is falling through 
the cracks and left feeling isolated 
and alone.

Dozens of befriending services have 
adapted from face-to-face visits to 
a phone call to make sure everyone 
feels part of the community, even if 
they are isolated and shielding. Callers 
have helped to tackle those feelings of 
loneliness by simply giving people a 
ring and asking how they are. 

And that empathetic voice at the 
end of the phone simply asking how 
the day is going is a lifesaver to some.

Next week the country will mark 
Loneliness Awareness Week, June 
15-19, a campaign to combat 
loneliness by the Marmalade Trust 
which works with partners including 
The Great Get Together and the Jo Cox 
Foundation.

Loneliness can become a constant 
problem. In fact, nine million people 
in the UK – about a fifth of the 
population – claim they are often or 
always lonely.

It’s estimated that 2 million people 
in the UK over the age of 75 live alone 
and half of those can go an entire 
month without speaking to another 
person.

Especially during the Covid-19 
pandemic when the population has 
been in lockdown, the effects of 
loneliness can be even more profound.

People who usually get conversations 
and smiles from health professionals, 
shop workers or just out on a daily 
walk have not been able to get that 
during lockdown.

So far, North Yorkshire has risen to 
the challenge – with 86 percent of 
those asked claiming they’d checked 
in on a neighbour during the pandemic. 

North Yorkshire County Council has 
been working with and supporting 23 
community organisations the length 
and breadth of the county since March 
to create a volunteering network in 
every locality. Along with collection 
and delivery of shopping and 

medicines, books and magazines and 
materials to support hobbies, this has 
also included regular social contact via 
telephone, FaceTime, Skype or other 
methods that avoid physical contact 
with people who are self-isolating.  

Marie-Ann Jackson, head of 
the County Council’s Stronger 
Communities programme said: “If 
there’s one positive to come from 
coronavirus, it’s seeing the incredible 
resilience of our communities. Earlier 
this year we launched a campaign 
called Salt of the Earth to celebrate 
kindness in North Yorkshire. 

Loneliness can be linked to early 
death and an increased risk of 
strokes, heart disease, depression 
and cognitive decline. People who feel 
lonely are more than twice as likely 
to develop Alzheimer’s and dementia 
than those who don’t.

That’s why services like telephone 
befriending or small acts of kindness 
like safely checking in on elderly or 
isolated neighbours can mean the 
world and especially during the 
pandemic when many have missed 

their normal social contacts of friends 
and family because they have had to 
self-isolate or have been shielded. 

Marie-Ann added: “By understanding 
loneliness, we can help ourselves and 
others manage emotions around it. 
The more we talk about it, the more 
it is normalized and can be spoken 
about openly.”

For information about getting 
involved in your community including 
our Salt of the Earth campaign and 
for a link to North Yorkshire Connect, 
a directory of community groups and 
voluntary organizations offering help 
and support, go to the NYCC website.

Those in need of help who don’t 
have anyone else to call on, or anyone 
concerned about the welfare of 
someone else should contact North 
Yorkshire County Council’s customer 
service centre in Northallerton. The 
centre is open seven days a week 8am 
to 5.30pm.

For more information about 
Loneliness Awareness Week and the 
Marmalade Trust go to their website.
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PHOTOGRAPHS
OF EASINGWOLD 
AND THIRSK
Have you any photographs from 
the last 50 years that might be of 
interest and bring back memories 
to readers in Easingwold and 
Thirsk areas?

Suitable captions and names of 
those pictured would be 
appreciated. 

These will be 
printed when 
space allows, 
and returned after publication.

You bend ’em… 
 …I’ll mend ’em!

Garry Langthorne
11a Carr Lane 

Sutton-on-the-Forest, York YO61 1EB

Tel: 01347 811113
Mobile: 07879 285549

CLM
ACCIDENT  
REPAIRS

MARK SHERRY 
ELECTRICAL
All aspects of 
electrical work 

undertaken
Local, friendly, 
reliable service

20 years experience
Telephone 07710 528200
 01904 470791

Mark The 
Mole Man
Moles, Rabbits, Squirrels  

Wasps, Cluster Flies 

and Pest Control

07801868425 

mark@markthemoleman.co.uk

TOP SOIL 
FOR SALE

Load sizes from  
1 ton to 10 tonnes  
& Prices Start at  

£25 per ton
M. Fairweather 
Groundworks 
07974 435353

Coronavirus
Pandemic

Please note that due to the Covid-19 virus our 
staff are working from home.

 You can still contact us during opening times 
9am – 1pm Mon. Tues. Thurs and Friday using 

the normal telephone numbers:  
01347 822875 or by email at:  

info@edcca.org.uk

We are co-ordinating volunteers to assist people 
in Easingwold and the surrounding villages who 

are self-isolating or in need of help with shopping 
and collecting prescriptions. Please let us know if 

you need help. 

Thank you

Day Centre and Woven Branches is currently 
closed and all minibus outings have been 

cancelled until further notice due to the Covid-
19 virus.

Meals on Wheels
Due to the Covid- 19 pandemic Easingwold 
District Community Care  Association has 

extended this service to 5 days a week  - Monday 
to Friday.

The meals service supplies a freshly cooked, 
nutritious, hot two course meal, delivered by 
a team of friendly volunteers. This service is 
currently offered in a number of local areas. 

Please contact Helen Beck on 07541 356046 or 
email: helen.beck@edcca.org.uk

The daily cost is £6.80 with free delivery. 
Payment will be by invoice.

Thirsk Clock and Thirsk 
Community Care  

(now known jointly as 
Thirsk Community Works) 

Thirsk 
Community 

Care &  
Thirsk Clock

For more information, 
 including volunteering 

opportunities, you can visit  
thirskcommunitycare.org.uk 

or thirskclock.com
Church Hall, St James 

Green, Thirsk, YO7 1AQ
Tel: 01845 524 494  E-mail: 

info@theclock.org
Thank you for your ongoing 

support.

HAMBLETON 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Notice is hereby given that Hambleton 
District Council has received the following:

LISTED BUILDING CONSENT
Mill House Balk (20/01069/LBC)
Listed Building Consent for the 
refurbishment of 3 box sash windows

MAJOR DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL 
Land Off Cedar Road Sowerby 
(20/01128/REM)
Approval of all reserved matters (considering 
access, appearance, landscaping, layout 
and scale) following outline approval 
10/02373/OUT and variation of condition 
approval 15/00145/MRC for the vehicle 
service facility with offices and compound
The applications may be viewed by logging 
onto our website www.hambleton.gov.uk. 
Access is also available at your local library 
or at any of our offices.
Any representations about these 
applications should be made in writing 
to Development Management, Hambleton 
District Council, Civic Centre, Stonecross, 
Rotary Way, Northallerton DL6 2UU 
by 13 July 2020. Please note that any 
representations received will be published 
on our web site.
Dated 20 June 2020

Regency Dress 
Agency

New Temporary Opening Hours
Tuesday-Friday only
11: 00 am to 4:00 pm

We apologize for any 
inconvenience.

All enquiries: 01347-823721 
or Text: 07758-895915

BIRTHDAY

THE DOG WALKER & CO.
HAPPY 4TH BIRTHDAY.

We are so proud of your success. Xxx

Thirsk and Sowerby Harriers
Thirsk 10, in one form or another, 

has been held annually for more than 
40 years, and the race this year was 
just squeezed in before lockdown, for 
which the club was happy, but not 
more so than the 1000 or so runners 
who took part.  The origins of the 
race go back to the early 50s, when 
Hambleton District Council organized 
the Northallerton to Thirsk 10 mile 
Road Race, at a time when road races 
were almost unheard of, but the would 
be founder of Thirsk and Sowerby 
Harriers, Norman Smith, took part, 
along with maybe a couple of hundred 
or so runners. 

Norman did a lot of running in those 
days, at Darlington Harriers and at 
Harrogate Harriers, as well as on 
the roads round Thirsk, and when 
he looked into the feasibility of a 
club in Thirsk, in 1977, and it was 
established, he decided to have a 
go at resurrecting the earlier race 
with the support of Hambleton District 
Council. The race would begin at 
the far side of Northallerton, about 
opposite where Sam Turners now is, 
and finish in Thirsk Market Place.  
Runners were bussed to Northallerton, 
with changing in the Community 
Centre, and finished in front of the 
Golden Fleece in Thirsk.  Presentations 
were made in Thirsk Town Hall, and 
300 to 400 runners took part. In 1982, 
there were more than 500 runners, 
with only 36 of them women.  How 
things have changed! The race was 
held in June, starting at 2pm, which 
could well be the hottest part of the 
day - in fact, in 1982, it was wet! 

The winner that year was Ian Gilmour 
of Wolverhampton of Wolverhampton, 
a Scottish international runne,r in 
48.20, with Paul Taylor of Sunderland 
2nd in 49.42 and Brendan Foster of 
Gateshead 3rd in 49.42. Over the 
years, top class runners have been 
attracted to the event because of the 
flat course enabling fast times, and 
this continues to be the case to this 
day, with Alyson Dixon of Sunderland 
a recent winner of the ladies race, 
and Tracey Morris of Valley Striders 
a few years previously, both going on 
the represent Team GB in the Olympic 
Marathon. 

The course for the route was brought 
to an abrupt end, when one year 
in the early 80s, the race had just 
started when the crossing gates went 
down because of an approaching train 
(nothing changes) and a hundred or so 
runners got through but the remainder 
had to wait for the train, which made 
a mockery of the race. A new course 
had to be found, and the race became 
the Thirsk 10. The start was opposite 
the racecourse, with runners going 
round Town End, up Topcliffe Road, 
along Gravel Hole Lane, along Front 
Street, Sowerby, back across Town 
End, and into Newsham Road to 
continue back through Sandhutton 
to the racecourse. The police were 
a great help in the early days, but 
times change, and traffic hold ups 
were horrendous along Station Road.  
Remember, this was June, a very 
hot day, and holiday makers going 
through Thirsk were sitting scorching 
in their cars, not very happy!  

The race was then moved to 
November, passing along Newsham 
Road, with an out and back near 
Sandhutton to make up the 10 miles, 
but one year it had to be cancelled on 
the day of the race because of snow 
and ice on the road, which lost the 
race a lot of friends. The date was 
moved once again to March  where 
it remains to this day. The course has 
been tweaked from time to time, but 
still attracts top class runners from far 
and wide, as well as novices who want 
to test themselves over 10 miles.

I recently discovered that in the early 
to mid 80s, the Round Table organized 
a half marathon, in July, which again 
started at the racecourse, through the 
Market Place, along Northallerton Road 
to and through Thornton le Moor, on to 
the A167, and back through Sandutton 
to the racecourse.  About 500 runners 
took part, the race being started one 
year by Ian Botham! No doubt Norman 
Smith and Cyril Sherwood were on 
hand to give advice!

Pictured: Runners at this year's 
Thirsk 10, the last race before 
shutdown, and Norman Smith in 1954 
leading the Northallerton to Thirsk 
Road Race, when traffic certainly 
wasn't an issue!!!

If
(with apologies to Rudyard Kipling)

If all MPs would try to  
use their noodles

Use common sense  
in everything they do
Not bothering which  
power they want to 

But trying in each job  
to see it through

If colleges and Universities
Ignored the plea to lower entry grades

And took the brightest  
children in our country

Whatever education - free or paid

If money for the  
hospitals bought nurses

And doctors for their  
knowledge to save life
So every child could  

get the chance of being 
If they so wished success 

To heal or wield a surgeons knife

If everyday we  
paused to give reflection

To try and help each other every day

Realizing how much the older folks
Did so much for this  
country in their way

If we could see a  
future for our children

Or grandchildren as well  
- come to that

Secure in peace forever
Even though that  

may be thought 'Old Hat'

If we could fill a sixty second minute
And see a future  

where this could be done
Yours is the world  

and everything within it

And you may live to  
be a man my son.

B. Tildsley


